
On August 5, 2016, Department of Regional Planning (DRP) provided the Board of Supervisors 
(Board) with the Affordable Housing Approvals: Current Practices and Opportunities Report 
(Attachment 1), which identifies environmental review streamlining opportunities for affordable 
housing developments based on the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Currently, the 
County unincorporated communities are not eligible for any of these streamlining options. 

To make CEQA streamlining available in unincorporated urban areas, the report recommends that 
the Board adopt findings pursuant to Section 21071(b) (2) of the State CEQA Guidelines. 
Specifically, the Board action will allow developers to utilize statutory CEQA exemptions for qualified 
affordable housing projects that are modest in scale, consistent with the General Plan, and located 
outside of areas with environmental constraints. This will expedite the CEQA review process, 
potentially result in cost savings, and incentivize the development of affordable housing in the 
unincorporated areas. Upon Board approval of a resolution (Attachment 2), DRP will file the draft 
findings with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and return to the Board for final 
adoption after 30 days, during which OPR may submit comments regarding the draft findings.

In a concurrent effort, DRP will work in conjunction with the Chief Executive Office to continue to 
advocate for changes to CEQA that would further expand CEQA streamlining eligibility to additional 
unincorporated communities. Furthermore, DRP will continue to pursue opportunities to expedite the 
entitlement of affordable housing developments, including coordination with other County 
departments that are part of the entitlement process. 
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IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the attached resolution, in which the Board finds that the Los Angeles County General Plan 
supports principles of compact development.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On July 5, 2016, the Board instructed the Director Planning to report back in 30 days on existing 
practices employed by the County to expedite entitlement and environmental reviews for affordable 
housing developments and opportunities that may exist to further expedite these reviews. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
This action supports the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1, Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal 
Sustainability, and Goal 2, Community Support and Responsiveness, by providing the public with 
services that are delivered in a timely manner and respond to economic and social challenges.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

None.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On October 6, 2015, the Board adopted the Los Angeles County General Plan, which provides the 
policy framework for how and where the unincorporated Los Angeles County will grow through the 
year 2035.  

The attached resolution affirms that the General Plan supports principles of compact development as 
required in CEQA for unincorporated urban areas to be eligible for streamlining.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

Approval of this resolution will not have an effect on the environment and therefore, this action is 
exempt from CEQA, pursuant to Section 15378 (b) (4) of the CEQA Guidelines.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The Board’s approval of the resolution furthers DRP’s ability to expedite affordable housing 
entitlement approvals.

CONCLUSION

Should you have any questions regarding the resolution, please contact Connie Chung at 
cchung@planning.lacounty.gov or (213) 974-6417.
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RICHARD J. BRUCKNER

Director

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Beaches and Harbors
Chief Executive Office 
Community Development Commission
Fire Department
Parks and Recreation
Public Health
Public Works

Respectfully submitted,
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